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Ladies and Gentlemen 

 I am particularly proud to talk to you about the progress made in Europe since 

we launched the Innovation Union flagship initiative.  

 It is the Europe 2020 strategy to create an innovation-friendly environment that 

makes it easier for great ideas to be turned into products and services that will 

bring our economy growth and jobs. The Innovation Union is key to achieving 

the goals of the Europe 2020 Strategy for a smart, sustainable and inclusive 

economy. 

 Four years ago, when we launched the European strategy for smart, sustainable 

and inclusive growth, Europe 2020, we placed the Innovation Union at its heart, 

knowing that it is only through innovation that we can give Europe its right 

place on the world stage. It is through innovation that we can make sure that 

European companies of any size are competitive, create jobs and offer products 

and services that significantly improve our lives. 

 We knew that implementing such a comprehensive and ambitious strategy 

would not be easy, but four years later we can look back at the work done and 

be proud of what has been achieved.  



 

 

 The Innovation Union is succeeding in building momentum around innovation, 

mobilising stakeholders and mainstreaming innovation in key European, 

national and regional policies.  Notably, the European budget allocated to 

research and innovation was increased, despite a decrease in the overall EU 

budget for 2014-2020. Also, despite the economic crisis, the Union has made 

progress towards its R&D investment target of 3%. This is a clear sign that the 

EU is prioritising growth and jobs.  

 Since its launch at the end of 2010, the Innovation Union has made good 

progress in setting the basis to make Europe a more innovative economy. All of 

the actions intended to implement the Innovation Union commitments are being 

delivered. 

 A range of building blocks for a more innovative Europe have been set, 

contributing to the development of a better innovation ecosystem and of a 

revitalised innovation culture.  

 These include tools for the strengthening of the knowledge base in Europe, 

notably through the launch of Horizon 2020 - one of the biggest research and 

innovation programmes in the world-, the focusing of European Regional 

Development Funds on smart specialisation strategies, progress towards the 

European Research Area, and support for skills development. 

 Great efforts have been made in delivering the tools for a more innovation-

friendly business environment in Europe, such as the unitary patent and the 

revised public procurement directives which offer better opportunities for 

innovating. Instruments to ease access to finance are in place and are about to 

start delivering, including reinforced debt and equity facilities and the venture 

capital passport. Such newly launched mechanisms and initiatives provide 



 

 

substantial support for innovation by leveraging the engagement of industry and 

business. 

 The Innovation Union has also tackled the challenge of territorial cohesion. For 

instance, smart specialisation strategies have been established as an ex-ante 

conditionality for investment priorities under research, technological 

development and innovation. The aim is to promote a better innovation 

performance across European regions and Member States, without 

compromising on excellence.  

 Social and public sector innovation have moved towards the top of political 

attention. The Commission now supports social innovation in a number of 

ways, including though support for the up-scaling of successful projects. A lot 

has been achieved in the area of public sector innovation, where dedicated 

research actions were complemented by the creation of related inducement 

prizes and exploratory work was conducted to analyse possible future actions in 

this field.  

 New actors have been informed, consulted and involved in these actions, 

spreading the innovation culture to radically new areas and raising awareness 

about the potential for innovation-based growth across European regions, social 

groups and the public and private sector, paving the way for a more inclusive 

economy. 

 The European Innovation Partnerships (EIPs) have presented a new approach to 

EU research and innovation. Five EIPs have been launched in key areas of 

active and healthy ageing, water, agriculture, raw materials and smart cities. 

They are now all in the implementation stage and the overall concept has been 

evaluated by independent experts. In a short period of time, the EIPs have 

established themselves in the European research and innovation landscape and 



 

 

mobilised a wide range of partners. With more than 700 commitments from 

new stakeholder groupings so far, EIPs have proved a considerable outreach, 

and first results are emerging: mapping of good practices, practical toolkits for 

replication, collection of evidence on impact and implementation of integrated 

services. 

 Nevertheless, several challenges lie ahead of us and the emphasis is now on 

implementing, taking up and exploiting the full potential of the tools developed 

in the context of the Innovation Union. 

 It is also time for Europe to analyse the results of the Innovation Union, so as to 

build on the experience gained and make further progress. To this end, the 

Innovation Union is currently being reviewed and the 'State of the Innovation 

Union' and the communication on 'Research and innovation as renewed sources 

of growth' are the first stepping stones in this process.  

 This review will help the EU to meet increasingly demanding and ambitious 

objectives in terms of growth, jobs, inclusiveness, as well as in terms of societal 

challenges, such as food security, water management and efficient transport 

systems.  

 I am confident that the incumbent Commission will build on the experience 

gained in the first years of implementation of the Innovation Union to make 

Europe's innovation potential even stronger. 

Galway Statement implementation 

 I was very happy and proud that in May, last year, Canada, the EU and the US 

signed the Galway Statement on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation.  



 

 

 I would like to use this opportunity to thank the Marine Institute of 

Newfoundland for the role played in the process which led to its signature in 

Galway, Ireland, and in its implementation.  

 The long standing collaboration with Newfoundland scientists is a great 

foundation for major contributions to the implementation of the Galway 

Statement. 

 Global challenges require global solutions, with dedicated international 

cooperation activities. One of the next global challenges which needs to be 

tackled is the sustainable exploitation of the potential of the seas and oceans.  

 As your Senator David Wells said in Galway last year, "history has shown us 

that the societal and economic values for countries located on the Atlantic 

Ocean’s shores are significant and the potential for further development is great 

". 

 In my speech after the signature of the Galway Statement, I was quoting the 

Canadian oceanographer Paul Snelgrove, "we know more about the surface of 

the Moon and about Mars than we do about the deep sea floor, despite the fact 

that we have yet to extract a gram of food, a breath of oxygen or a drop of water 

from those bodies".  

 The difficulties faced when exploring the oceans' depths are illustrated by the 

amount of time being taken to try and locate the tragically lost Malaysian 

airliner, while search efforts only find marine litter.   

 We have entered the implementation phase of the commitments taken in 

Galway and this initiative has already gathered a lot of momentum. 



 

 

 Let me bring to your attention some of the concrete and coordinated follow-up 

actions that have recently been undertaken with European and Canadian 

participation: 

o In March 2014, the Canadian High Commission in London convened a 

meeting in the context of the Transatlantic Ocean Research Alliance, with 

the objective to bring together Canadian and European ocean technology 

stakeholders to discuss research and development collaboration.  

o The EU-Canada Marine Working Group was formally convened on 11 June 

2014, with a focus on: information sharing about existing activities, 

identification of complementarities; joint priority setting for potential 

cooperation; aligning planning and programming of research activities. 

o Two Stakeholder Meetings on the Implementation of the Galway Statement, 

bringing together scientists, governments and industry, were held in Brussels 

in April and June 2014 in order to further advance the implementation of the 

Galway commitments. The high level and high quality Canadian 

participation in these meetings was greatly appreciated by all. We were 

honoured that Mr Dave Gillis, your Acting Assistant Deputy Minister for 

Ecosystems and Oceans Science co-chaired this meeting and has been 

actively supporting our cooperation activities in general.  

o Also, I am glad that our marine research cooperation and the Transatlantic 

Ocean Research Alliance were at the centre of the EU-Canada Science and 

Technology Days, which took place in June in Brussels and which saw the 

participation of some of you here. 

o On our side, a dedicated Interservice Group was established in order to 

coordinate the implementation of the Galway commitments within the 



 

 

different Commission thematic services and a dedicated Marine Research 

unit was also created in the Directorate General for Research and Innovation.  

My services informed me that, on the Canadian side, a Canadian Marine 

Working Group was created in order to coordinate the Canadian 

participation in the EU-Canada Marine WG, the implementation of the 

Galway Statement and in the EU Research and Innovation Programme, 

Horizon 2020. 

 I would like to acknowledge the work done in Canada, in particular by 

identifying mirror priorities, which can only reinforce the good progress in the 

implementation of the Alliance.  

 In this respect, I welcome the recent release of the paper "Canadian Ocean 

Science Priorities under the Galway Statement on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation". 

This paper will help structuring the next activities of the EU-Canada Marine 

Working Group and drive the implementation of the Galway commitments, 

contributing to prosperity, through sustainable use and innovation, to safety and 

security of people and the Ocean and to education and public engagement, as 

identified in the paper. 

 The Atlantic Alliance members had a vision which is now becoming reality. 

Concrete and coordinated follow-up action is needed rapidly on both sides of 

the Atlantic to give this meaning and substance. On both sides consultations are 

ongoing to engage with scientists, with funders and the academia, but also with 

the business community, also to bring them into our funding opportunities 

offered by the dedicated calls, as expressed already in Galway. 

 Let me also tell you where we are with the implementation of the EU research 

programme called Horizon 2020. 



 

 

Horizon 2020, the new Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 

 Investment in research and innovation in the bioeconomy and marine 

technologies are key strategic goals in Horizon 2020, the biggest EU Research 

and Innovation programme ever with nearly €80 billion of funding available 

over 7 years (2014 to 2020) – in addition to the private investment that this 

money will attract.  

 Horizon 2020 accommodates activities in many of the areas for cooperation, as 

I already announced in Galway. Implementation can take many forms - for 

example through research projects, infrastructure collaborations or support for 

coordination or mobility of researchers. Horizon 2020 caters for all of these.  In 

Horizon 2020, we specifically identified "Blue Growth" as an area which 

requires specific attention to unlock the huge potential of our seas and oceans. It 

directly underpins the EU Integrated Maritime Policy and of course its 

environmental pillar.  

 The Blue Growth calls in 2014-2015 will invest 145 million euro in research 

and innovation. Among these, there are 6 calls with some 57 million euro 

flagged as follow up action of the Galway Statement indicating a particular 

need to liaise with Canadian entities. 

 We are in the evaluation period for the proposals received under the calls 

published this year. I am particularly glad to say that my services informed me 

about a positive Canadian presence (there are 14 proposals with Canadian 

participants) in the project proposals received.  

 For innovation to drive forward a blue economy that creates jobs and growth, 

the gaps in knowledge must be filled. To do this, we need data on the state of 

our oceans, sea bed resources and marine life. The European Commission plans 



 

 

to use EMODnet – the European Marine Observation and Data Network in 

collaboration with GEOSS – the Global Earth Observation System of Systems 

to offer by 2020 marine data, which is easily accessible, interoperable, free of 

restrictions and available as a multi resolution map for all European seas. 

 Research efforts within marine and maritime science are diffuse and this 

hinders the interdisciplinary and cross-sectorial dimension that is necessary to 

address issues within the marine environment. Lacking an interdisciplinary 

approach and cross-sectorial dimension slows the development of the key 

technologies needed for the technological breakthroughs required by the 

business sector.  

 To overcome this fragmentation, the European Commission will establish an 

information platform on marine research and innovation across Horizon 2020 

and within the EU Member States. The platform will be a gateway into insights 

emerging from research projects, which can then be used to accelerate the 

uptake of new ideas by industry. This is yet another area which I know is also 

top priority in Canada. 

 Canada is a key research and innovation partner for the European Union, - and 

you here in Newfoundland have already a long tradition of working with us. I 

strongly believe that we should continue to look for ways to work very closely  

together, also align our research and innovation programmes, in particular when 

we address the same challenges on both sides of the Atlantic, our shared 

resource! 

 

 

 


